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Many interesting articles again this month. With 
grateful thanks to all those who supply us with their 
own inimitable style of writing. 
The Seafront Development Consultations have got 
off with a good start. If you would like to take part 
please see the article inside this issue and book your 
place at the Quarterhouse. 
There is a short article on a Great idea for a  
Residents Parking Permit set up by Shepway District 
Council this year. 
One of our members who lived in Radnor Park 
Lodge as a young child has written of a few of his 
memories of his stay there. 
See who is cycling 1000 miles from John OôGroats to 
Folkestone to raise money for the Church Street  
Project. 
Check out the date for the second Step-short WW1 
Project commemorative march down the Road of 
Remembrance. 
Hats off to the Organisers of Folkestoneôs mini 
Covent Garden in June, Lots happening in Rendez-
vous Street with several of the local shops taking 
part. 
A plea from the Chair: please take a look at the two 
areas of help we need to keep Go Folkestone up 
and running, Membership secretary and treasurer. 
See article and advert in this issue. 
 

We are always happy to receive comments and  

articles - please send these to: 

 

Ann Berry, 35 Birkdale Drive, Folkestone CT19 5LP.  

annber35@supanet.com 

 

The editors reserve the right to edit all articles. 

 

 

http://www.tfpc.co.uk
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Painting and Pedaling  
 
In June 2010 Shane Record, local artist and Gregg Brown, an IT professional will be cycling 
1000 miles from John OôGroats to Folkestone to raise money for The Church Street Project, a 
registered charity based in Folkestone that provides counselling and creative therapies to 
young people in the Shepway area. If you would like to find out more about the Church Street 
Project and see why it is worth supporting, visit their website at www.churchstreetproject.co.uk. 
Setting off from John OôGroats on June 9

th.
, Gregg and Shane hope to reach Folkestoneôs 

sunny shores on Saturday June 26
th
. If you would like to follow their progress, or struggles 

along the way follow you will be able to do this on Facebook or Twitter, which can be found at 
www.shanerecord.com. Shane, who has a gallery in The Old High Street, will be producing  
artwork along the way to be auctioned off for the charity on his return. Anyone who would like 
to come to the arrival party and auction is welcome to e-mail Shane for an invitation at 
shane@shanerecord.com . 

Helping Gregg and Shane are CREATED, who set up a website for The Church Street Project 
and did the charity pages on his website, Folkestone Town Council, who are helping with the 
costs for the journey, Hayne Barn Tennis ï who helped them replace their former rust bucket 
bicycles with ones which should go the distance and Robinson Studios, who printed their  
T-Shirts. But on the road they will be on their own with only a repair kit and a few simple tools 
to help them if things go wrong. 
 
If you would like to sponsor Shane and Gregg please visit their óJust Givingô account at 
www.justgiving.com. 100% of money pledged will go to the charity.  
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A new Community Mini bus for the Folkestone Sports Centre . 

 
The Friends of Folkestone Sports centre 
trust managed to raise the £28.000 funding 
for the very colourful mini Bus that will  
enable those who would otherwise find it 
difficult to access the Folkestone Sports 
Centreôs many facilities, including those in 
rural areas The mini bus was handed over 
to the FSCT who will run it 
 
The service is free to those in the stated 
group. Tessa Stickler the FTC Manager  
requests that people get in touch so that 
needs can be assessed and a timetable set 
up. Among the groups which could also use 
the Mini bus are those who use the Sports 
centre such as the swimming club, they will 
be able to hire the mini bus to transport their 
club to fixtures. 
 
The Mini bus has the facilitiy to transport 
disabled people and the seating is remov-
able. It also has the capacity to carry equip-
ment to Schools and clubs. 
 
Among those who generously supported the 
project with funding were Kent County 
Council £9,000  Shepway District Council 
£2000 Folkestone Town Council £3,500 The Roger de Haan Foundation £11,500 the rest of 

the funds were 
raised by the 
Friends and their 
supporters. 
 
 
Enquiries about the 
Mini bus call:  
01303 850222 

 
Ann Berry,  

Chair of Friends 
FSCT 

 

Photo: 
Trevor Minter - Roger 
De Haan Trust 
Roland Tolputt ï KCC 
Ann Berry  
Keith Cane - SDC 
Ladies - from Lynwood 
residents Ass. 
Staff member of FSCT 
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Creative Arts Promote Wellbeing and Health!  
 
Folkestone has its very own centre for researching the health benefits of participation in the 
creative arts.  The Sidney De Haan Research Centre, based in the University Centre  
Folkestone, was established in 2004 with generous support from the Roger De Haan  
Charitable Trust.  The Centre is named after Rogerôs father who was affected by dementia in 
later life, but continued to gain enjoyment from the arts and music despite the effects of his 
condition. The research centreôs main interest is focused on singing and its benefits.  Currently 
it is running a major research project on the value of regular singing for people aged over sixty 

funded by the National Institute for Health Research.  It is also 
 exploring the value of singing for people with enduring challenges 
to their mental health. It has set up a network of choirs across East 
Kent for mental health service users in collaboration with Eastern 
and Coastal Kent PCT.  Two other health issues where singing may 
be beneficial are lung disease making breathing difficulty and  
Parkinsonôs disease which affects movement and speech.  The 
Centre has recently set up new singing groups for people with 
these conditions. 
 

Singing is only one form of participation in the arts, and the Centre is also interested in the 
value of drumming, dance, the visual arts, drama, reading literature and creative writing.  In the 
autumn, we will be running workshops to explore the value of participating in each of these  
activities.  The wide range of arts activities means that there is something for everyone!  And 
the effects of participation really help to lift the spirits and improve wellbeing. All our events are 
free and open to the public.  Please visit our website for more details of our work.  Or contact 
Isobel Salisbury on 01303 220870.  We would be very happy to hear from you! 
 
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/centres/sidney-de-haan-research/ 
 

Stephen Clift and Grenville Hancox 
Centre Directors 

 

Hoop Dance  combines technical moves and tricks from 
the circus and gymnastics with freestyle dance.  Space 
within and outside of the hoop is explored and this activity 
is  
generally accompanied to music. Hoop Dancers use 
heavy, larger diameter hoops and frequently rotate the 
hoop around all body parts including hips, chest, neck, 
shoulders , thighs, knees, arms and hands. 
 
Everyone can hoop  using the professional hoops pro-
vided and no experience is necessary.   This workshop is 
aimed at beginners but is suitable for those wishing to  
improve or learn new tricks.  Whether you want a cardio 
based dance class or just  some fun and laughter whilst 
keeping fit then this playful and creative activity is for 
you.   The workshop is FREE but places are limited .   
 
To book a place or for more info ring 01303 760600. 

Hoop Dance  

Workshop  
with Sharna Rose  
at University Centre 

Folkestone  

Tuesday 8 June  

6- 8pm 
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Just Plain Fishy!  
 

Roger de Haanôs plans for the seafront continue to develop slowly 
but surely with successful planning applications for two restaurants 
on The Harbour, and works on the old Brewery Tap pub.  
 
The big restaurant has been linked with Marco Pierre White by the 
newspapers. Maybe, maybe not, but the pair of  units is a clever 

idea. The Cabin Café and Jettys will be demolished for the showier building which will 
curve out concavely into the current Outer Harbour slightly to enlarge the area. A lot of 
glass will ensure a beautiful outlook for diners. The viaduct will be preserved on one side 
of it with a terrace peeping over. Not much scope for trains!  
 
The rear fish diner will be technically on 1-2 Back Street, aka the former whelk boiling 
building just across the cobbles. It is a fairly plain, glazed, flat-topped box, and will  
perhaps be a bit more of a chippy and café. Certainly promises have been made that the 
fishermen and other workers will have a replacement for The Cabin. 
 
If they are built then Go Folkestone hopes the character of The Stade will not be too much 
more eroded, and that works donôt take place at peak season. Letôs keep the cobbles and 
some of the arches and clapboard buildings, or replace them in character. But with some 
much needed income for local fishermen for the ódaily specialsô and a real draw for day-
trippers and tourists, most of us will be pleased that permission has been granted. 
 
The Brewery Tap may have been finished by the time you read this. Somehow a ground 
floor bar restaurant, 32 seat first 
floor  
restaurant and one bed second floor 
flat sharing with a small rooftop      
terrace (good for smokers) has been 
shoe horned behind the existing  
fa­ade which stood on itôs own for 
some months. Of course the Victo-
rian faience tiled façade, mainly in 
green, black and brown is a show-
piece, and the drawings show little 
obviously changing from the front 
except a dormer window. If modern 
offices for Roger de Haanôs sonôs 
business manage to be fitted  
successfully behind the Edwardian 
Pipersô fa­ade as intended, that will 
be a double bubble. His business is 
the Vue maps business, familiar to 
sightseers in London.       
 

 
Richard Wallace    
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Harbour Consultation timetable announced  
 
The Folkestone Harbour Company today announces the timetable for its community  
consultation that will help inform a new approach to develop Folkestone Harbour and seafront.  
 
Public consultations will take place in May and June on proposals that have been put forward 
by Sir Terry Farrell, one of Britainôs leading architects. Public meetings  will be held at  
Quarterhouse, 45 Tontine Street, Folkestone, on the following dates: Tuesdays 18 and 25 May 
at 7pm; Thursday 3 June at 2pm (spring bank holiday week): Monday 14 June at 7pm; and 
Saturday 26 June at 11am. Places at each presentation are free but  must be reserved  by 
telephoning the box office at Quarterhouse on 01303 858500 (answer phone out of hours) or 
by emailing info@quarterhouse.co.uk. 
 
A public exhibition  will be held at 3 - 7 Tontine Street, which is within view of part of the  
proposed site, beginning on Wednesday 26 May and continuing until Wednesday 9 June, open 
from 10am ï 4pm each day. Local schools  will be invited to take part in the consultation 
through events organised in conjunction with individual schools. An online summary  of the 
proposed approach will also be available for consultation from mid May at 
www.folkestoneharbour.com  There will be opportunities to offer feedback at all stages of the 
consultation. 
 
Folkestone Harbour Company spokesman Trevor Minter said: ñThis process will offer local 
people opportunities to hear about the new approach that Sir Terry Farrell is advocating. We 
are keen to receive feedback, and people will have a chance to put forward their ideas for  
development of the public areas.ò 
 
Sir Terry Farrell was commissioned by Kent County Council to draw up a 20-year vision for 
Kent encompassing regeneration, transport, housing, landscape and economic growth, and 
presented his proposals at a series of events around Kent in January 2010. Sir Terryôs work in 
Folkestone has been commissioned directly by The Folkestone Harbour Company. 
 

by Peter Bettley on behalf of the Folkestone Harbour Company  

peter.bettley@strandhouse.org 

01303 245838 
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All Rivers Flow éto Lake Maiuko.  
 

Maiuko lays bare her Luso -African soul on stage at the Quarter House - a review by 
Adelina Pereira  
 
Saturday, 14

th
 March. A full house at the Quarterhouse in Folkestone, and justly so! Why? 

Maiuko & The Quartet, and guest artists were featured on the eveningôs bill. By my book, more 
than enough reason to brave the dismal grey drizzle which persisted throughout the whole 
evening. 
 
On my train journey down to Folkestone for the concert, I recalled some of the previous  
performances by Maiuko I have had the privilege of attending. During my musings and  
cogitations, no matter how hard I endeavoured to analyse, rationalise and categorise Maiuko 
and her music, place her in a box, define her genre, suss her out, - which is something, I 
gather, music reviewers and critics are supposed to do - I came up with nothing other than an 
image of a large, serene lake somewhere on the Southern African plains, a body of water 
where heaven and earth meet, and life is born. 
 
Then it dawned on me that in fact this was it! This was exactly what Maiuko is all about: the 
rivers of life flowing from all four cardinal points into a lake, which is Maiuko herself and her 
musical creativity. In this place, this place of water, the subtle, haunting and nuanced textures 
of Maiukoôs smoky voice evoke the cultures of the great Limpopo, Tagus, Niger, Thames, 
Amazon and Mississippi Rivers. Hers is a fusion of sound which is timeless and universal, and 
defies the boundaries of definition and convention we are so accustomed to in the Western 
world. 
 

Photograph by Dan Desborough 
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When I arrived at the venue, I enquired at the front desk as to Maiukoôs whereabouts, to which 
the doorman on duty that evening promptly replied: ñOh!, so youôre looking for our local vocal 
goddess of soul!ò How appropriate, I thought. ñYes, that is precisely who I am looking for!òé 
Accompanied by her quartet, and guest musicians, Paul Cheneour on flute, and Vince Trent 
on drums, Maiuko made her appearance on the Quarterhouse stage donning a high two-
tiered, dreadlock coiffure in homage to her Swazi heritage.  Maiukoôs repertoire for the evening 
offered a mixed bag of old and new from her previous and forthcoming albums, as well as a 
few classics such as Feeling Good, in which her lazy, husky vocals conjured up the hot,  
sundrenched cotton fields in what is in essence an anthem to hope. Her purred rendition of My 
Oh My, from the album Different Wars, was purely feline, sensual and ultimately jazzy. 
 
Purporting to grace the audience with an insight as to one of the major influences in her music, 
Maiuko gave a smouldering, evocative rendition of Four Women, a song made popular by the 
inimitable Miss Nina Simone, which narrates the poignant, tragic lives of four prostitutes in the 
American Deep South. Enhanced by Paul Cheneourôs sweeping flute and Maquenzieôs smooth 
keyboards, The Light brought a certain Celtic flavour to the mix, to which Maiukoôs restrained 
vocals added extra delicate depth. 
 
The first half ended with José and Mozambique, a deeply moving tribute to Maiukoôs mother. 
her perennial wisdom and the happy days of childhood spent in her company in the former 
Portuguese colony. 
 
The second half kicked off with Love Games, where Richard Maquenzieôs keyboard solo was 
masterful - slightly reminiscent of Chick Corea in his earlier Elektric Band days. Shuffle au 
Butel, a joint effort by Maiuko and Max Middleton, composed in a bar in the South of France, 
was presented in a new, more vocal-oriented arrangement.  An intriguing piece of jazz fusion 
with a definite hint of the nineties. With Voa, Maiuko taps into her Afro-Portuguese roots yet 
again. True to its name, Voa is a Portuguese fado with a soaring melody line, the perfect  
vehicle to showcase Maiukoôs extensive vocal range. Sung acapella to a zouk tempo on the 
cajón, Voa tells the eternal tale of lovers parting ways. 
 
It was gratifying to see Scott Wyllieôs double bass come to the fore in many of the songs,  
contributing significantly to the melody line, as opposed to the less obtrusive background role 
often attributed to this instrument. The use of the cajón added a little spice to the rhythm  
section. A percussion instrument of Afro-Peruvian origin, the cajón is purported by some to 
have been developed in the early nineteenth century by African slaves, who, as musical  
instruments were forbidden to them, used crates and boxes to play their music. Since then, the 
cajón has travelled the world over and is seemingly here to stay. 
 
For the last four songs, Maiuko was joined by guest artist, Laye Sow. This effervescent singer/
composer from Senegal is  building up quite a following in the UK. His exuberant stage  
presence, strong voice and engaging manner brought a powerful burst of energy to the  
eveningôs proceedings. The Néné and Uere Uere duets with Maiuko, performed to wildly  
contagious elemental tempos, provided the perfect excuse to get up and dance. And that is 
what the audience did! They got up and danced! The evening drew to a close with an old 
South African favourite, Pata Pata, and a huge mass of gyrating bodies out on the floor.  
 
Maiuko, Lake Maiuko? Who is she, what is she? How to describe her music? Afro-jazz?  
Nu-soul? Afro-fado? Luso-zouk? Blues? To be honest, I donôt really much care! Call it what 
you will! All I know is that itôs great music, and it makes me feel good! 
Roots Harmonia, Maiukoôs latest album, is due for release later this year. Be sure to pick it up! 
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From Skate Park to Mini golf.  
 
Five years ago, Go Folkestone sort funding through KCC and our then parliamentary candi-
date Michael Howard and with permission from Folkestone sports centre Trust to have a Skate 
park put on the sight of the Tennis courts in the Folkestone Sports Centre. This started off a 
great success and fulfilled a need to enable young people to use their skateboards at minimal 
cost of only £2.00 all day.  Since then another facility was opened up for skateboarders and 
another looks likely, these are free of cost to users. 
 
During the course of the five years people who lived in the local vicinity complained of the 
noise given off by the skate boarders and an acoustic fence had to be erected at a cost of 
£25,000. 
  
As time went on people started to break in. They cut the wire fence and damaged the acoustic 
fencing. The sports centre trust were constantly having to make repairs. The final straw was 
when bikers got in and added even more damage to the ramps, the staff of the Sports Centre 
was constantly asking them to leave, this lead to the staff being verbally abused. Because of 
the damage and latterly deterioration to ramps the sports centre trust felt that they could no 
longer justify spending any more of the charities money on repairs. 
 
The Manager of the Sports Centre contacted Go Folkestone and asked that they remove the 
ramps. A meeting was called between members of Go Folkestone, KCC, SDC and Sports 
Centre Management to decide the best way forward. After much discussion it was decided that 
we would offer the ramps to the other local Skate Park. Unfortunately this was turned down, as 
this would mean that the area there would have to be tarmaced as the ramps required a hard 
standing. Then there would be the cost of removal. Also there was a question of space. 
The other alternative was to offer it to others. It was suggested and agreed that SDC would 
send out letters to all local Councils in Shepway asking if they would be interested in having 
the ramps. Three replied and only one took up the offer, but only in part (two ramps). 
 Since then, on further discussion with the Sports Centre Manager, it was agreed that the best  
of the wood was to be recycled and turned into a mini golf course (see the skeletal base of the 
mini golf course on left) and sits on the same site. Much progress has been made. The theme 

is: A tour of Folkestone, 
with the holes representing 
areas of interest such as 
the, Martello Tower, Leas 
Cliff Hall etc. Also on the 
same site would be an 
area for Street Hockey. 
Both these activities will be 
in place in time for the 
summer. 
  
So go down to the Folke-
stone Sports  
Centre this summer and 
tour Folkestone like youôve 
never done  
before. 

 Ann Berry. 
 
 


